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We  thank  you  to  trust  us ,  i t  was  a
great  pleasure  to  create  a  travel
it inerary  tai lored  to  your  needs .
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A  way  to  get  the  best  
 experience  of  your  stay  is
also  reading  this  beautiful
brochure  of  Bosa ,  an
authentic  vi l lage  included
on  your  journey  map .  TOP
things  to  do  and  see  in  one
of  the  most  beautiful  cities
in  I taly .

..that's why we..that's why we..that's why we
give you a presentgive you a presentgive you a present   



Do  you  know  Paul  Klee? He
was  a  German  artist  and  a
favorite  of  painting ,  collage
and  engravings .  The  lovely
canvas  representing
colorful  houses  and  a  castle
is  the  best  emblem  of  Bosa .
A  r iver  that  passes  in  the
middle ,  the  low  houses  of
the  tannery  on  one  side ,  the
medieval  quarter  on  the
other ,  a  massive  bulk  of  a
castle  posit ioned  on  a  hil l
to  dominate  everything .
Welcome  to  Bosa ,  one  of
the  most  beautiful  vil lages
in  Italy .  

THE TOWN
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The  area  of  Bosa  has  been  inhabited  since  prehistoric
t imes ,  as  evidenced  by  f indings  as  domus  de  janas  (burial
structures  carved  into  the  rock  starting  from  the  Neolithic) ,
and  several  Nuraghi .  In  the  recently  history  we  know  that
Bosa  was  founded  by  the  Phoenicians  along  the  Temo  r iver ,
as  demonstrated  by  an  epigraph ,  later  lost ,  and  dated  9th
century  BC .  Bosa  began  to  f lourish  during  the  Roman
period ,  with  the  f irst  buildings  constructed  at  2  km  from  the
present  town .  A  port  allowed  Bosa  to  become  quickly  r ich .
During  the  Middle  Ages  the  town  became  the  capital  of  the
Curatoria  di  Planargia  and ,  subsequently ,  the  bishopric .
Around  1000  AD  cathedral  dedicated  to  St .  Peter  was
finished  after  decades  of  work .

HISTORY
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In  1112  the  f irst  turning  point .  Bosa  passes  to  Marquis  Malaspina
(Tuscany) ,  who  built  a  castle  on  the  top  of  the  Serravalle  hil l ,  a  strategic
posit ion .  I t  is  easy  to  think  that  from  this  stage  a  gradual  process  of  urban

transfer  began  from  the  old  to  the  new  site ,  r ight  at  the  foot  of  the
fortress .  Subsequently  there  were  very  hard  centuries  for  Bosa  which

passed  from  hand  to  hand ,  between  Arboresi  and  Aragonese ,  unti l  in  1468
Giovanni  di  Vil lamarí ,  obtained  i t  as  a  f ief .  Many  commercial  privi leges
increased  and  the  vil lage  became  rich  and  prosperous ,  so  much  so  that
Ferdinand  the  Catholic  on  30  September  1499  named  i t  imperial  city .
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However ,  for  about  200  years  from  1500  to  1700  Bosa
had  the  darkest  period  in  i ts  history .  The  damming  of  the
Temo  estuary  to  counter  the  landings  of  the  French
commanded  by  Andrea  Doria  caused  a  slow  decline
which  led  to  the  depopulation  of  the  vi l lage ,  also  caused
by  plague  epidemics  and  violent  f ires .
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The  town  then  passed  to  the  Savoy  family ,  around  the  mid-18th  century  and
began  to  f lourish  rapidly  also  thanks  to  local  craft  activities  including  leather

tanning .  Bosa  was  reborn  and  continued  to  develop  even  in  the  1900s .
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For  almost  a  century ,
the  center  of
Planargia  was  the
capital  of  the
tanneries  in  Italy ,
whose  high  quality
productions  were
appreciated  and  sold
in  the  Peninsula  and
abroad .  Over  t ime ,
slowly ,  the  activity
decreased  and  then
ended  in  the  second
part  of  the  twentieth
century .

The  tanning  tradition  of  Bosa  was  a  very  f lourishing  activity  from  the
second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  to  the  entire  f irst  half  of  the
twentieth  century .  About  thirty  companies  were  active  along  the  left  bank
of  the  Temo  and  placed  in  rows  (Sas  Conzas  district) .  A  perfect  location ,
since  they  facil itated  the  water  supply ,  i t  was  close  to  the  city  to  be
easily  accessible  by  the  workers  and  away  from  the  town  to  avoid  the
odors  deriving  from  processing .  The  buildings  were  built  with  stones ,  mud
and  l ime  and  plastered  with  red  trachyte ,  placed  side  by  side ,  l ike  the
typical  colorful  houses  of  the  district  Sa  Costa  (the  district  below  the
Castle) .  The  tans  were  characterized  by  two  f loors  with  a  wooden
ceil ing :  on  the  ground  f loor  there  were  wells ,  presses  and  basins ,  where
the  hides  were  immersed  for  tanning ,  coloring  and  washing .  The  upper
floor  was  intended  for  f inishing ,  especially  the  'sole '  and  'cowhide ' ,
requested  by  the  Cagliari  bookbinders .

ANCIENT TANNERIES

Housed in the buildings once used for tanning leather, by visiting
this museum you will take a trip back in the historical activity
of Bosa. A path will show you the processing techniques. On the
first floor you will find workshops and tools for finishing, on
the ground floor, the original masonry tubs have been restored.

MUSEUM

Via delle Conce 62 - 10:00/13:00 e 15:00/19:00 - Monday closed -  €3,50 entry fee

WHAT TO SEE IN BOSA
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A  bridge  so  beautiful  that  i t  was
included  by  Skyscanner  among  the  30
most  beautiful  bridges  in  Italy ,  together
with  those  of  Venice ,  the  old  bridge  of
Florence  and  many  others .  The  old
bridge  of  Bosa  is  a  magnificent  stone
bridge  dating  back  to  1871  and  built  on
the  Temo  r iver  to  allow  the  connection
between  the  center  of  Bosa  and  the
southern  part  of  the  city .  Around  the
bridge  there  are  many  panoramic
points ,  a  great  chance  to  take  amazing
photos  between  f ishermen  boats ,
colorful  houses ,  the  Malaspina  castle
and  part  of  the  ancient  tanneries
posit ioned  in  a  row .

Built  at  the  beginning  of  the
twentieth  century  on  the  site  of  a
previous  Romanesque  church ,  the
cathedral  of  Bosa  represents  a
"rare" example  of  Piedmontese
Baroque  style .  Inside  there  is  an
imposing  altar  and  several  frescoes
by  Emilio  Scherer .  Externally ,  i ts
domes  covered  with  colored
majolica  and  the  red  sandstone  bell
tower  are  of  great  interest .

The  Cathedral  of  San  Pietro ,  one  of  the  oldest  Romanesque  churches  in
Sardinia ,  is  an  important  site  to  visit .  The  cathedral  was  built  between  1062
and  1073  near  the  ancient  city  founded  by  Romans ,  a  few  ki lometers  from
Bosa .  In  the  Giudicato  period ,  the  church  was  the  seat  of  the  Diocese  of
Bosa ,  unti l ,  fol lowing  the  foundation  of  the  nearby  medieval  vi l lage  (now
Bosa) ,  i t  was  moved  to  the  Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  Conception .  Also
of  interest  are  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary ,  the  Church  of  San
Giovanni  Battista  and  the  Church  of  Santa  Maria  degli  Angeli  with  the
adjoining  Capuchin  Convent .
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OLD BRIDGE

CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE

OTHER CHURCHES
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We  are  on  the  northern  bank
of  the  Temo  r iver ,  and
entering  the  narrow  streets  of
the  Sa  Costa  district ,  we  take
a  leap  into  the  past :  we
return  to  the  Middle  Ages
with  an  additional  charm :  Art
and  Tradition .  You  get
pleasantly  lost  among  the
beautiful  cobbled  streets ,  in
a  magnificent  walk  through
alleys ,  arcades ,  squares  and
steep  stairways .  I t  wil l  be
easy  to  meet  artisans  at  work ,
in  the  middle  of  the  streets ,
between  weaving  and  the  art
of  f i l igree .
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SA COSTA

"MANOS DE ORO"

Several artists have joined together to create Manos De Oro
association which hands down the King of female craftsmanship,
"Filet di Bosa". Filet of Bosa is one of the oldest and most
precious textile processes on the island, originally linked to
the world of fishing. An embroidery technique performed with the
needle on a background consisting of a large and square mesh
(Randa), tied together with small knots. An art handed down over
the centuries and still practiced today.
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Built  around  the  12th  century  by  the  Tuscan  Malaspina
family ,  from  i ts  posit ion ,  on  top  of  a  hil l ,  i t  was  possible
to  control  all  lands  and  enemy  incursions .  Now  l i tt le  is
left ,  i f  not  the  skeleton ,  the  walls  and  the  imposing
stone  towers .  Like  all  castles ,  even  that  of  the
Malaspina  has  i ts  legend . .
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MALASPINA CASTLE

According  to  the  legend ,  the  marquis ,
very  jealous  of  his  wife ,  had  an
underground  passage  built  that
connected  the  castle  to  the  cathedral ,
so  that  his  wife  could  go  there  to  pray
without  being  seen  by  other  men .  One
day ,  taken  by  a  moment  of  madness ,
marquis  cut  off  the  f ingers  of  his  wife ,
then  wrapping  them  in  a  handkerchief .  A
few  hours  later ,  during  a  party ,  the
Marquis  needed  the  handkerchief  and
took  i t  out  in  front  of  family  and  fr iends .
His  f ingers  fel l  to  the  ground ,  everyone
was  speechless  and  the  Marquis  was
imprisoned .  According  to  tradition ,  the
fingers  of  the  marquise  remained  there ,
petrif ied  near  the  castle .

Inside  the  castle  there  is  a
14th  century  chapel ,  the
church  of  Our  Lady  of
Regnos  Altos .  The  building
houses  an  extraordinary
cycle  of  frescoes  depicting
various  saints ,  from  St .
George  ki l l ing  the  dragon
to  St .  Lawrence  martyred
on  the  gri l l
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Other  attractions  in  the  historic  center  of  Bosa  are
Corso  Vittorio  Emanuele  I I ,   a  central  street  between
stately  homes ,  bars ,  restaurants  and  craft  shops .  Not
only  that ,  there  is  also  Piazza  Costituzione ,  with  Sa
Funtana  Manna ,  a  monumental  marble  fountain .

Always  on  Corso  Vittorio
Emanuele  I I  there  are  2  museums :
The  f irst  is  Casa  Deriu  Museum ,
which  i l lustrates  the  local  artistic
and  handicraft  production .
Divided  into  3  f loors  between
temporary  exhibit ions  and  f i let  di
Bosa ,  furnishings  and  decorations
of  the  stately  building  and  a
single  f loor  dedicated  to
Melkiorre  Melis ,  the  most
representative  f igure  of  the
Sardinian  art  scene .
The  second  museum  is  the  most
important  permanent  exhibition
of  the  works  of  the  painter
Antonio  Atza .
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Around  Bosa ,  diving  enthusiasts  can
find  depths  r ich  in  corals  and
lobsters .  Not  only  diving ,  but  also
Trekking  both  inland  and  on  the
coast .  Boat  trips ,  kayaking  and
SUP  both  on  the  r iver  and  the  sea
are  praticated .  I t  is  also  possible
to  make  paragliding  f l ights ,
horseback  r iding ,  cycling  and
admire  animals  thanks  to  numerous
Bird  Watching  points .
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If you need information about
outdoor activities, please contact
Travel Planner Family Customer Care

directly

OUTDOOR ACTIVITY
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Temo  river  is  the
backdrop  to  a  nature
rich   of  animals  and
plant  species ,  which
make  Bosa 's  area  one  of
the  most  beautiful  and
unique  natural  oasi  in
Sardinia .  Bosa 's  coast  is
over  40  km  of  prist ine
beaches  and  crystal
clear  waters .

Talking  about  animals ,  the  area  is  known  as  i t  hosts  the  largest  nucleus  of
griffon  vulture  throughout  the  national  territory .  The  biomarine  park  of
Capo  Marrargiu  is  included  in  the  stretch  of  coast  between  the  mouth  of
the  Temo  r iver  and  the  is let  of  Sa  pagliosa .  On  this  stretch  there  are  also
water  birds  such  as  the  Corsican  gull ,  the  kingfisher ,  the  cormorant  and
other  birds  of  prey  such  as  the  peregrine  falcon  and  the  golden  eagle .
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The  river  area  is  characterized  by
the  cult ivation  of  olives  on  the  hil ly
slopes  to  the  r ight  and  left  of  the
Temo .  Close  to  the  urban  center  is
Bosa  Marina ,  with  i ts  red  sand
beaches ,  r ich  in  i ron ,  with
therapeutic  characterist ics  for  the
treatment  of  some  rheumatic
diseases .  The  vegetation  of  the
mountain  rel iefs  of  volcanic  origin
includes  the  formation  of  coastal
garrigue ,  Mediterranean  scrub ,
holm  oak  residues  and ,  as  regards
the  area  of  Monte  Mannu ,  mountain
meadows .

NATURE
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South  of  Bosa  we  must  take  note  of  Porto  Alabe ,  an  expanse  of  compact
sand  with  medium- large  grains ,  of  various  colors  and  which  plunges  into
the  turquoise  water .  The  city  beach  is  Bosa  Marina ,  in  that  area  there  are
also  natural  pools .  There  is  also  Cala  Cumpultittu  proceeding  towards
Alghero  but  i t  is  extremely  crowded ,  especially  due  to  i ts  small  size .
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Interested about wild and remote beaches? Travel Planner
Family is your perfect partner to plan your perfect trip

to Sardinia.

S 'Abba  Druche  beach ,
certainly  the  most  popular
area  with  the  greatest  number
of  services ,  is  excellent  for
families  with  children .

BEACHES 
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Bosa  is  also  known  for  the  production  of  Malvasia ,  a  wine  with  a  r ich
flavor  and  an  amber  color .
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Art  and  tradition  are  extremely  l inked  to  each  other  and
create ,  together  with  agriculture ,  the  main  economic  input
for  the  people  of  Bosa .  Leather  tanning ,  the  famous  "f i let"
(discussed  above) ,  wood  carving ,  gold  and  si lver  f i l igree ,
coral  harvesting  and  processing ,  but  also  f ishing  are  some
of  the  activit ies  that  have  made  this  city  famous  and  that
today  they  attract  and  intr igue  tourists .

TRADITION AND ART
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I f  we  say  "Sardinian  food" we
also  talk  about  excellent
Cicciones  cun  regottu ,  a  short
semolina  pasta  seasoned  with
local  r icotta  and  Panadas  de
Pianalza .  This  dish  is  a  mix  of
meats ,  peas ,  olives ,  bacon  and
eggs  mixed  with  various  aromas ,
wrapped  in  a  semolina  and  lard
pasta  and  cooked  in  the  oven .
Malvasia  di  Bosa  is  certainly
the  best  known  wine  of  the  area
which  has  obtained  numerous
international  awards ,  not  only
to  be  seen ,  but  also  to  be
tasted .

Food  and  wine  is  certainly  one  of  the
most  interesting  thing  of  Bosa .  As  a
appetizers  we  recommend  S ’Azada ,
made  with  dogfish .  Lobster  is  the
queen  of  the  table ,  enjoyed  with
spaghetti  but  also  as  a  second  to  the
"bosana  style" .  Also  try  the  crayfish
soup ,  launched  in  the  1960s  by  a
local  restaurateur  and  which  has
become  a  typical  dish  of
international  importance .
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Not sure which
restaurant choose? We
also provide to give
you information and
assistance listening

your needs. Even
about restaurants and

typical sardinian
Agriturismo

LOCAL FOOD

travelplannerfamily.com



The  f irst  Sunday  of  August
represents  the  feast  of  Santa
Maria  del  Mare ,  a  tradition  of
f ishermen  with  a  procession  of
boats  along  the  r iver .  At  night ,
the  vi l lage  is  animated  by  a  fair
that  offers  products  of  all  kinds .
I t  closes  with  f ireworks .

The  second  weekend  of
September  is  the  feast  of
Our  Lady  of  Regnos  Altos .
On  the  eve  of  the  festival ,
the  streets  of  the
medieval  district  of  Sa
Costa  are  decorated  by
the  men  with  branches ,
canes  and  f lags ,  while  the
women  in  the  open  spaces
and  alleys  leading  to  the
castle ,  set  up  small  altars
(altarittos) ,  adorned  with
flowers  and  precious
embroidery ,  on  which  the
statue  of  the  Virgin  rests .
The  vigi l  and  prayers  are
accompanied  by  the
festivity  of  the  tables  and
the  tastings  of  Malvasia .
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Throughout  Sardinia ,  Carnival  is  a  deeply  felt  celebration
and  is  an  opportunity  to  revive  ancient  traditions .  In  Bosa
the  Carrasegare  Osincu ,  one  of  the  most  characterist ic
and  crowded  carnivals  in  Sardinia ,  is  a  moment  of
celebration  with  local  and  non- local  people .  I t  is  held
every  year  during  the  second  half  of  February ,  while  on
Shrove  Tuesday  the  attittadoras  parade ,  the  traditional
masks  of  the  Bosa  Carnival .

EVENTS AND FESTIVALS
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This  guide  is  lonely  and  exclusively  based  by
on-site  experiences  and  knowledge  of  Travel

Planner  Family  team .

travelplannerfamily.com



Travel Planner FamilyTravel Planner FamilyTravel Planner Family

travelplannerfamily.comtravelplannerfamily.comtravelplannerfamily.com

+39/3492855629+39/3492855629+39/3492855629


